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Sustainability and Climate Action Report
Creating an engaged community that promotes environmental stewardship, economic vitality,  

and social equity to create a sustainable and thriving future for all.

•  Sustainable Business Program 
and COVID Recovery

•  Progress on Climate Action 

Spring 2021

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS

•  Neighborhood 
Sustainability Efforts

• Energy Conservation

• Waste Diversion

•  Community Education  
and Engagement



Key Activities and Accomplishments:

In November 2016, City Council adopted the City’s Sustainability Plan.  
The Plan supports the guiding principles of Envision Longmont while 
focusing on actions that can be taken over the next ten years to help meet 
long-term goals that promote social equity, environmental stewardship, 
and economic vitality for all residents of Longmont.C
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We truly appreciated  

the house visit  

and energy/waste  

review. We learned  

quite a bit!”

-SOLL Participant

“ 

” 

Neighborhood Sustainability 

  Increase neighborhood-based sustainability initiatives in 
partnership with Community Services

 •  Launched the SOLL program: completed eco-upgrades in  
11 households, and trained 9 community technicians to-date

Resource Conservation 

  Achieved the target of increasing electric energy savings to 1% 
annually through efficiency measures by 2020.

 •  In 2020, the Efficiency Works program resulted in a combined 
residential and commercial savings of 8,679 MWh, equating to 
approximately 4,007.6 MTCO2e.

  Achieved the target of reducing household trash consumption to less 
than 2 pounds/capita/day.

Community Education and Engagement

 •  Continuation of the Conservation Campaign, focusing on simple steps 
that save money while conserving energy and water, reducing trash 
consumption, and improving air quality.

Community Resources

  Increased access to healthy food by providing funds to support  
the WIC Farmers’ Market program, which served over 700 families  
in 2020.
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Key Activities and Accomplishments:

The City of Longmont is working to ensure our community’s long-term 
vitality and to chart a course toward a more sustainable future in which 
every resident and business can enjoy a safe, healthy, and fulfilling life  
in our city.

The Sustainable  

Business Program  

helped our business  

to save energy, and  

we are at the same  

time helping the  

community and the  

environment.”

-Iris Prieto,  
Taco Star – Manager

“ 

” 
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Sustainable Business Program

  Increased the number of recognized sustainable businesses to  
41 Certified Sustainable Businesses, 13 of which are minority- 
owned businesses. 

 •  Assisted 60 Latinx businesses in applying for local, county, state  
COVID19 relief grants and PPP SBA loans, 51 of which were awarded with 
amounts ranging from $3,500 to $15,000, and 35 Longmont businesses 
with Boost grants.

Community Grants

 •  Awarded $15,000 to community sustainability projects through the 
Neighborhood Impact Granting Program in partnership with the 
Longmont Community Foundation. Projects include a water conservation 
and rain barrel webinar, construction of a shared vegetable garden, rain 
barrel installation, and installation of a pollinator garden.

Sustainability Grants

 •  Secured $874,500 in grant funds to support projects that advance 
sustainability goals, including efficiency improvements and renewable 
energy at the Wastewater Treatment Plant, EV charging, parks and 
greenways maintenance and restoration, bicycle wayfinding, and outdoor 
space for Main Street businesses during the pandemic.
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Key Activities and Accomplishments:

In December, 2020, City Council approved the Climate Action Recommendations 
Report (CARR), completed by the Climate Action Task Force and Just Transition 
Plan Committee, which accelerates Longmont’s steps toward a carbon-free future, 
focusing on the areas of: Adaptation and Resilience, Building Energy Use, Education 
and Outreach, Land Use and Waste, Renewable Energy, and Transportation, with 
the overarching priority of equity. The recommendations include new programs 
and projects, as well as the expansion of existing programs, and process-oriented 
strategies focused on embedding equity into climate action. 

THRIVE Today and Tomorrow4                 sustainability@longmontcolorado.gov  |  303-651-8416

C
LIM

ATE A
C

TIO
N

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

  Completed the update to the City’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory,  
showing a decrease of 8% in total greenhouse gas emissions since 
2016, due to both Longmont actions and changes in inventory 
methodology.

Equity in Climate Action

•  The equitable climate action recommendations have been adapted into 
an equity checklist to be applied in implementation of climate action 
recommendations. 

•  The Just Transition Plan Committee was renamed as the Equitable 
Climate Action Team (ECAT) and has set 2021 objectives to continue 
supporting equity in local climate action work. 

Energy

  Longmont’s 2020 delivered electricity mix was 43%; Platte River’s 
total mix for the owner communities and surplus sales was about  
33% noncarbon. 

•  Kicked off the Electrification Plan process, with plans to convene the 
Electrification Feasibility Committee in June of 2021. The plan will be 
completed mid-late 2022. 

•  Implemented the Commercial Building Benchmarking program, with a 
demonstration project completed in 2020, benchmarking 10 commercial 
buildings and 10 municipal buildings. Staff has launched a voluntary program 
for commercial and industrial buildings greater than 20,000 square feet.

•  The DERs team, in partnership with Platte River and the four member 
communities, launched in June of 2020. Stakeholder outreach began in 
late 2020 through a community survey, and a second round of stakeholder 
engagement is set for April/May 2021. The comprehensive DER strategy 
report and framework is set to be finalized in mid-May.
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Key Activities and Accomplishments:
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Transportation

•  Completed the Equitable Carbon-Free Transportation Roadmap, pulling  
together various City equity and carbon-free plans in relation to the 
transportation sector to create one coordinated action plan that has 
expanded steps to reach the City’s adopted goals. This Roadmap provides 
direction to achieve the City’s greenhouse gas goals and create a healthy 
living environment that effectively engages all members of our community 
to create diverse, innovative solutions.  

“I don’t use public 
transportation much  

because it is not convenient.  
I would need to get in my  
car to drive to a bus stop 

a couple of miles from my 
house and the bus schedule 

requires me to leave  
way early to get to the 

destination.” 

- Questionnaire  
Respondent

“ 

” 

Adaptation and Resilience

•  Launched the Climate Risk and Vulnerability Mapping project, supported 
by Boulder County Sustainability Matching Grant funds, to create 
an online tool to assist in the planning of climate impact mitigation, 
adaptation and resiliency responses.

Education and Outreach

•  The Longmont Museum launched the “Big Picture” Climate Lecture  
series as part of Earth Week in partnership with the Sustainability Program, 
KGNU Radio and Sustainable Resilient Longmont.

•  The Equitable Climate Action Team (ECAT) will be hosting a presentation 
and panel discussion on equitable climate action as part of Earth Week 
programming.


